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THE SATLORS' SNUG HARBOR, DORMITORY ALD
ADMINTSTRATION BUILDING {BUIIDING C)

Richmond Terrace, between Tysen Avenue and Delaflfield

Addreas:
Ploce, How Brighton, Wew York, Richmond County, New
York. '
Present Oumer: The Trusiees of The Ssilors' Smug Harbor in the Cliy

of New York.

Present OQccupant: The Sailors' Hnug Harbor.

Statenent ol

Present Uscs

Domaitory and adeinistrative offices.

The Sailors' Smy; Harbor is o home for aged seamen
opened on Staten Island in 1833, This building, the
firet to e conetructed for the institubion, was builid
Trom 1831 to 1833. It is one of an oculstanding group
of Cive Greek Revival dormitorics which overlcok the
K11l Van Kull ieading into New York Haerbor.

Sizmiionnce;
PART T. BISTOSICAL INFORMATION
A, Physicnl History

Origincd aad subgequent ovners:  Sze photo-data book Tor
The Sailors' Snug Harbor, HABS No. HNY-94T3, Tor this
inforuation.

e

Date of crection:  On October 11, 1331, the cvoracrstone of

the building van laid. The Ne*~Yﬂ v Bvening Post published
on October 29, 1831, the Jollowing account ol the ceremoay,
teken Trom tbc Trily Advertisor:

Satlore Sy Darbor---. . o On Wednoeday o
corneretone of the coiiice to he oractol uac
--The Trustees, with the Mayor, and o roabs
”t-ngu\ o snntjhuon woere present.  An
doliveres by o S VN
C‘r.m cel oy Waluorih _pc;f';f'o:‘r."uze.fi
the corpey gltone, and onde a
Rov. Te. Pri ot up @ pgayezu The
oo Lo Lo orao the centre to which
o winge are wo be oad [t 18 intended that the
Reteent will be Uinished next fa & siok and
drsabled seoien il Fiad o hous for

E'_i 4

o3

U laylng
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On August 1, 13
on August 10, .

the institution was formally opened; and
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Press published the following account:

This interesting Institition was opened for the
recepbion of "old and vorn-cut infirm seamen on

Thursday, the Ist inst. with appropriate religicus
services, in the presence of the Trustees, the
reverend clergy of Staten Isiand, and a nurber of

in the neighborhood. The centre
buiiding of the contenplated edifice 1s completoed,
and willl accommodate aboub two hundred heneilciaries
with "omfﬂrt anﬁ convenience; bhut at prescent, the
’nlnbwr ig ldwited to 7iity, for whoan the actual inc
. though it is confidently expecte
age commuensurate with the uuLtJbie
to be sgupported., . . .

persong reslding

e

subjects

Architects in Averdon Talbot

L"’wcr_L tect: In Grce‘-i Revwvival

Hamlin wrote that EL{‘CQEOJ]G to family dition, Martin
Thomson vas the architect for Ssiiors' Snug Harbor on
1]

Staten Island . . .

The Few-Yorg and RBichoond
1833, reported that

County Free

T is cred ir. Bamwel Thowpson the carpenter,

and ¥Mr. Pelter ths* mason, that they have glven
complete satisd o the Trustess, for thelr
taste and : erection of this Snag Harbor

Criginal pilans and conctructlon of =1 In the
"Anmial Report of the Trusteces of Srug fnrbor”
for 1831, it was reperied that

The Trustees have bulll a dock on

G (i‘or the
by one

senced the main bu
ved and worn oul Dﬁss“cu) slxby-21ve

inclaued

o~
wrear

- - . 7yl IR b B =y ',
Poid J.R. secourt ol Lhie Yer
s ey erm el A vy : 3
purchased Aoyluon o0 . L 0. ES,000.00
o e T P> R R A m e .
for bpuilding dock and vaklng road to
atr] ayn -~ 3 e
,z[‘xf_):)r_]»..tltx L T S L{,"_j_)of;rj

wherials, mason worl 5ol
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.In“the."Annual Repoirt" of:1832 the-TTustéeé répbryéﬁtﬁﬁaﬁ;

The main building for the asylum is completely under
“cover, with the exception of the portico which is not -
finighed. The mason work in the interior of the '
‘building is Finished, all 4o putting on the harﬁ
finigh on the walls and basement part of the first
story and the hall and ‘dome. The carpenter's work
of the intericr is jobbed oub by contract; and the
interior may be finished by the first of JJJY i833
or before that time.

Digbursements for 1832 showed an additional expenditure of
$21,604 .67 for "Sundry peyments for building the Asylum.”

In the "Anmual Report” for 1833, the disbursements lﬁLlude

$13, 271.03 “for bu11&ing materials, mason work, labor &E.
for asylum."”

In the "Anmual Report" for 1834 the Trusties noted that

There is {sicl now in the Snug Harbor, rifty-four aged
and disabled seamen, who are entitled to support under = .
provision of Mr. Randall's "will"; and the doors of the
Snug Harbor are open to further appiicants.  Those ;
aged men are plentifully fed, comfortably clothed, and
supplied with every thing rcqulslte to soothe th91r
declining years

5. Alterations and additions: The following description from
Harper 's New Monthly Magazine, January, 1873, described '
the interior arrangement of this bullding at that time:

Ascending the broad marble steps, we entered a large
hall in the main building, lighted from above by a

iarge oval window in the cupola, and occupied with
chalrs and benches placed across the floor, and leaving
a narrov passageway along the wall on either side. Just
ingide the door, and fronting the benches, was a reading-
desk of vak with a red velvet cushion, and in the rear
stood, on either side of the opposite door, two vases of
terra cotla, filled with shrubs and flowers. A gallery
vent round the hall on all sides, st the height of the
sccond floor, and above that was the cupola and sky-
light. . . . -

The: folloving account from the History of Richmond County,
edited by Richard M. Bayles and published 1n k37, indicates
how the building was used at that time:

In the central building are located, on the ground floor,
the governor's suite of offices, the receplion rooms, = . |
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library and'reading roons, all opening_out of the grand
‘entrance hall, which rises 10 the full height of the
building and iz surmounted with a dome. This hall and
the principal rooms are handsomely embellished in fresco
and stained glass; the designs, though varied in subject,
are mainly of a mautical and astronomical character.
Facing you, upon entering, stands the marble bust of the
founder. In the reception rooit hang the porbtraits in
0il of the former governors of the institition and other
paintings. This hall, about fifty feet in depth, is
bisected by ancther, vhnch extends east and west through
the entire chain of the five connected buildings; about
#ive hundred feet from which there is an cntrance to the
chapel for morning and evening gervice. This is also
tastefully and appropriately decorated.

6. TImportant oid vievs:

. a. Print published in Copy of the Will and Testament of the
. Iate Rob't Richard Randall, Esq. . . . New York:
Published by. Order of the Trustees, 1842. (See HABS
photocopy in photo ~dats book for The Sailors' Smug
Barbor, HABS No. NY-5473).

b. In a scrapbook entitled "Views, New York City. Richmond
County" there sre two views--one from the esst, one Trom
the northeast. Local History Room, New York Public Ti-
brary. '

¢. Phobtograph of dormitory facades. Nepgative 2120234, M@p
: and Print Room, HNew-York Historiesl Society.

d. Print of "Bird's-Sye View, OF Sailors Smug Harbor, N.Y.,
A. M. Pettit.” Staten Island Historiecsl Society.

e. Three photographs of dormitory facades, dated "c. 1890."
Staten Island IIistorical Soclety.

Bibiiopgraphy

Note: See photo-data book for The Sailors' Snug Harbor, HABS
No. NY-5h73, ror additional bibliographical wmaterial.

Bayles, Richard M., editor. History of Richmond County. 1837.

Documents of the Senate of the State of New-~York. Albany:
1031-1835.

Hewlin, Talbot. Greek Revival Architecture in America. Hew
York: Dover Publications, Inc., 196L.
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"Sailors' Smug Hexrbor,  HNew-York and ?1ﬂhmonq County Free Pres
August 10, 16833, p. 115.

“L)a.ilO* g Snug Harbor N Nev-York Evening Post, October 29 18 31
2 €2 E i ’
Te 2.

Sailors' Smug Sarbor," Harper's New Moathly Majazine, LYVI
(Jamuery, 1873), 188~ 499.

ARCHINECTURAL TNIPORMATION

AL

B.

General Statement

L
.

chitectural ilnterest and merit: The Szilors' Snug Harbor
ﬁ & home {'or aged sgeamen opencd on Stoten Island in 1333,
This building, the first to be construciszd lJor the institu-
tion, waz bullt from 1831 to 1833. It is cne ol an out-
standing group of ive Greek Revival dormitories which
overlook the Kill Van Kuil isading into Hew Yori Harbor,

2. @Qongition of fabric: Good.
Description of Bxbterior

L. Nomber of storles: Two sbories plus full basenent above
ground level.

2. Number of bays: The front (north) facsde 13 three bays wide;
the east and west sldes are each elght bays uwlide.

2. Over-all dimengiong: The front and rear Pacedes measurs
approximately 62°-0"; the sides measure aporoximately
1120,

I, R

4, Layout, shape: The building is roctanszulsr in plon.
r fl iy Ko

]

5. Hall constructlon, Finish snd color: ”hc Front facnde 1ia

ol slons, bbc pgcc and rear are of Lrich Toid upn tn Flewiash

nond and malow. w basevent walls

aroomainic cxeostons pllasters ol Lhe corners
the ballding anc a lat belek friewe on thoe 2ast and vest

-

. el Tonte stone eoliwans
width of the north fweede; nine gtone steps
T the wi uth of the portico. There is o gionse baiustrade
on the east and weght sides of the porch.

I

T.  Chimneys: Metal smolkesiock near ccoter ol roof.
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Openings:

a. Docrways and doors: Wooden paneled doors with four-
Lipght window and vith stained glass transon; wood and
glasg storm vegtibule.

. Windows: DBasenent windows have three-over-six-1ight
double ~hung sash. First and sceond shory windows have
gixemover-six-1ioht double-hung sash; on the front
facade the windows have stone pediments, and on the

gides the windows have Tlat stone lintels and sills

painted whit seash is vooden.

Hoof':
£

a. Shape, covering: Low, pabled roof with wmodern shingles.

., Cornice: Vooden, painted whiilo,

cription of Interior.

Floor plans, by floor: First floor: Wide “@Dbf&] hall-
vay running north to south is bilscoted i
running esst to vest with arched
at center ol hellwvays is a domed z
7 both hallways to oifices. 1In each of soulhesst and

whhwest corners io & large roon, used Lor adwinlstrative

orfices. In the gorthwest corncy zre Lwo adjoining offlces
used by the administration. In the northenst corner are
adjoining rooms used as the superintenﬁcnt‘s ofifice; door-
ways open onto the north-gouth hallvey. BSecond ILoor:
Bedrooms open onto hallway which iorﬁs a balcony over the

rat floor.

3

Ltk Leor treads and balustors
J=

ca.olh oic

N S R, T g
Sltalrway: Plre svalrvay

opens off north-gouth hallva

Tloorine: Hardwood Tl

cors have Greal koy wolif near valls
and star zotlis dn cent !

aorth-south hallway.

.l

T and ceiling
£H wooden wainscotis
color; near the ceiling
focorative nolly off ropes and
The ceiline g vaulled and
Gome ha te wmotdl

g
of the mainted -

Tall and coillin Jind
on tb@ first P‘OO'

an

deslons.
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D. Site

1.

2.

Hote:

CTHE SATLORS' SNUG HARBOR, DORMITORY AND i
ADMINISTRATION BULLDING (BUILDTNG c) '
HABS Hlo. NY~5L76 (Page 7)

Doorvays: 'The guperintendent’'s office has paneled wooden
sliding docrs, evidently original, separwtling the Guo
oﬁsms,(eroﬁim(Mmﬁxmuhommcnwimemuhmw
are of vood and glass vith stained glass transgoms. On
the gecond floor doors are of pansied vood with stained
glass transon.

\.

Lighting: The central epace is lipghted by the ghylipght
and by electrical lights at the edge of the balcony. The
adrinistrative offices have [luorescent lights.

Heating: Central.

Hoxs

and Surroundings

Orientation: The front facade fuces north. Thic
center bulliding of the sroup of five dormitories.

Sidewalks: Btone.

For additional photographs of the bullding see photo-data

book for The Sailors' Snug Harbor, HABS No. NY-5L73.

Frepared by Diana 3. Walte
Architectural Ilistorian
June, 1968
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